ST. IRENE CHURCH

2021 State of the Parish Report

A Return to Your Church Home

Our annual State of the Parish report gives our parishioners information
about how your support has been used to fulfill our mission as a parish to
share the word of Christ and evangelize through prayer and service.
Over the past year, we all have struggled with a worldwide pandemic,
Fr. Clive Otieno

challenging economic situations, uncertainty and loss. Through it all, we

adapted. We livestreamed Masses, sacraments and funerals, and our ministries met virtually.
Now, as the world continues a slow return to normal, we invite you to also return to your
home at St. Irene. If your health and comfort permits, return to in-person Masses. Volunteer
as a lector, greeter, eucharistic minister, usher, or altar server. Or become part of one of our
many ministries. You are reading this call to return for a reason; take it to heart.
We especially thank you for your ongoing financial support. Weekly donations, special
collections (including the Diocesan Appeal), support of the capital campaign, and generous
donations have kept us going. You play an important role in the future of St. Irene.
God bless.
-- Father Clive and Parish Council

St. Irene Parish at a Glance

834 families

COVID Reopening team

200+ hours of
streamed liturgies

100+ parish
volunteers

Blessing of the animals

9 weekly
liturgies

Consecration of parishioners to
St. Joseph

FAITH IN PRACTICE
The celebration of the
Mass, the sacraments of
the Church and the
reverences that feed the
spirit, both individual
and communal

A Year of Transition and Return
Over the last year. the challenges of COVID could be felt

everywhere. For so many months, we logged on to Mass instead of
being able to worship in person. We mourned the friends we have
lost over this past year, whose lives could not be fully celebrated.
For me, the closing of our school hit particularly hard, though not
solely caused by COVID.
Church has always meant people, not buildings. COVID's distance
reminded me how important human connection is and made me
seek out the simple joy of being together. Reconnecting with our
St. Irene family is such a gift. Every friendly face back in the pews
or at an event makes me appreciate the gift of community.
The results of this summer's Reunite Survey showed while some
were eager to return to the fullness of parish life, others were
hesitant. As we continue to move forward in "back to normal"
mode, we're working to refocus our ministries on a more
centralized mission, with a focus on faith in practice, action,
formation and foundation. We want everyone to find their
community at St. Irene.

--Laura McGowan
Parish Council President

Sacrament Year at a Glance

38 baptisms

7 weddings

28 funerals

Parish Council
Clare Barry

Guiseppe Cerati

Kevin Druley

Bob LaDeur

43 First
Communions

Laura McGowan

38 Confirmations

Deacon Joe Urso

Dana Wolze

FAITH IN ACTION
Showing Christ to
others through service
and communityfocused activities

Knights of Columbus

Council of Catholic Women Bridge Committee

In 2020, The St. Irene Knights of

Last year, the St Irene Council of

St. Irene Bridge Committee works

Columbus Council #6710

Catholic Women helped

with two families who are

volunteered more than 6,600

purchase 12 new tables and a cart

transitioning from an unstable

hours of service to church and

for the ACL. We also provided

housing situation to stable housing.

community, and raised about

Christmas gifts to 10 Warrenville

The cost to support two families for

$17,000 for charity through

students through the Warrenville

one year is about $25,000.

activities including the

Youth and Family Services. As

This year’s Hustle Up the Hill for

Intellectual Disabilities “Tootsie

part of our mission to nourish

the Homeless event in September

Roll” charity drive, and the

each other in spirituality, service

raised about $15,000, and with our

Council Super Bowl Raffle.

and friendship, we distributed 10

holiday fundraiser, we are able to

dozen roses to the mothers of our

help our families become self-

parish for Mother’s Day.

sustaining.

including new video recording

We return to active ministry with

equipment in the church and

the Heavenly Handmade Craft

Other Ministries

offered $1000 scholarships for

Fair in November and programs

two St. Irene 8th graders

like our Card Ministry to support

attending Catholic high school.

parishioners, CAPture the Spirit

The Knights also held blood

and Prayer Shawls for those

drives and coat drives.

suffering both physically and

For our parish, the Knights
funded improvement projects

Ladies of Columbus Auxiliary
The Ladies Auxiliary has been

support for CareNet, PADS and

selling Vocational Raffle Tickets.
The money raised buys winter
coats for girls in need in

Healing Horizons - Grief Ministry
Grandparent Ministry

emotionally, and financial
other organizations.

Hospitality Ministry

Boy Scout Troop 514
Cub Scout Pack 68

Service Year at a Glance

Warrenville. In addition, they
have donated funds to parish
efforts, including Bridge
Communities and the Knights'
Tootsie Roll drive and Halloween
Party for children with special
needs.

144 pints
of blood

9,000+ hours
of service

$35,000
fundraised

30 caps
& shawls

107 hill
hustlers

FAITHFUL
FOUNDATIONS
Financial State of the Parish
The parish finished the year with a small surplus of $28,782.

Continuing the trend over the last few years, the school operated at a loss (deficit) of $335,444
Sunday offertory collections decreased 12%, which is significantly worse than last year’s decrease
of 7%. Both decreases are at least partly attributable to the impacts of the pandemic.
Holy day collections (including Easter and Christmas) declined 3%, following last year’s steep
16% decline. Last year’s Easter collection was severely affected by the COVID-19 shutdown.
Deficits and declines in collection revenues were largely offset by forgiveness of the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) loan of $203,600 which was recognized as revenue in February (the
“Restricted Donations – CARES Act” line under church).
Generous bequests of nearly $60,000 helped make up for the declines in collection revenues.
With the school closing, $37,174 in dedicated school accounts was transferred to revenue.
Forgiveness of the PPP loan enabled the Parish to pay off the $76,500 loan from the Diocese
taken out at the start of the pandemic in March 2020, to meet operating expenses.
Total parish expenses decreased by 8% through cost-cutting measures and deferral of window
replacements for the rectory and parish center, and church carpeting until the next fiscal year.
Year-end operating cash balance decreased significantly from last year due to repayment of the
COVID-19 loan from the Diocese and expenditures to maintain school operations.
Savings on deposit with the Diocese (Caring for Our Parish/Building Fund) increased slightly, but
remaining projects in progress will use almost all of those funds (~$200,000).
The Parish received a second PPP loan of $155,550 in March, which (if forgiven as anticipated)
will be recognized as revenue in next year’s operating results.
We gratefully acknowledge your continued trust in the Finance Council’s work to help manage our
parish resources. Thank you for your continued generosity and support of St. Irene.

Capital Campaign Update

St. Irene parish embarked on a 5-year capital campaign entitled
“Caring for Our Parish, Caring For One Another” in 2016. The
goal of the campaign was to raise $865,000, and pledges totaled
$710,813. Through the end of the fiscal year (June 30), $828,722
in donations were collected. Of the 27 projects in the original
plan, 14 are completed, costing about $486,000. These
projects included repair of the church parking lot and baptismal font, replacement of the activity center’s
HVAC system, and repainting the church. Four projects are in process: window replacements in rectory
and parish center, church door replacement and church carpeting. Funds to complete these projects
are on deposit in our account at the Diocese. Maintenance and capital needs change over time as
unanticipated projects are identified and prioritized. Since 2016, 11 additional projects were completed
for approximately $211,000. Examples include new roofs for the church, rectory and parish center,
repair of the school building’s lower level ceiling, and replacement of the rectory’s boiler.

FAITHFUL
FOUNDATIONS
St. Irene Parish Annual Report of Financial Results
Sunday collections
decreased 12%
Forgiveness of the
$203,600 PPP loan

Parish expenses
decreased 8%

Year end surplus
of $28,782
Impact of PPP
Loan Forgiveness
Paid off $76,500
loan from the Diocese

Finance Council
Tim Baker

Sue Gosewehr

Kellie Mowinski

Rick Nagode

Erich Pavel III

Scott Pointner

Fred Schlick

FAITH IN FORMATION
Education and
exploration of the
Catholic faith

Youth Faith Formation during COVID had many obstacles, but the parents and youth of St. Irene
prevailed. Classes were predominantly held in homes and Zoom, reaffirming the important role
parents play in faith formation. For 2021-22, Youth Faith Formation is blessedly back to in-person
classes post-COVID, with a full schedule of activities, sacrament prep and family faith formation.
Adult Faith Formation also faced challenges during COVID. Over the past months, we have seen two
groups of parishioners complete the Consecration to St. Joseph. Adult Bible Study meets virtually as
well as in-person, and has completed “The Story of Salvation.” Upcoming studies will focus on the
Sacraments and a Marian Consecration.

Faith Formation at a Glance

101 enrolled at St.
Irene School 20-21

104 enrolled
in RE 21-22

34 involved in
adult faith
formation

25 involved in
small Christian
communities

Saying Goodbye: The Closing of St. Irene School

For so many of our St. Irene families, our parish school was a foothold into the fullness of parish
life. Students learned and made lifelong friendships, and parents did too. We celebrated
together, served together and mourned together. Though the doors are closed and the bells are
silent, its legacy of service learning and faith-filled students remains.

A LOOK AHEAD

Upcoming Events and Activities at St. Irene
November 6

CCW Heavenly Handmade Craft Fair 9 am - 3 pm

December 6-8

Parish Mission with Rev. Richard Fragomeni

December 11

Santa's Helpers - Parents Day Out 9 am - 12 pm

February 5, 2022

32nd Annual Chili Cook-Off 6 - 10 pm

Your Ongoing Support

The parish continues to operate in challenging financial times. To continue to grow our parish and
our ability to minister to our community, we rely on the generosity of our parishioners. Please
prayerfully consider increasing your weekly offertory to help us strengthen our parish's financial
position and meet our budget of $650,000 for next fiscal year.
Even though the “Caring for Our Parish, Caring For One Another” Campaign has concluded, capital
building and major maintenance needs will continue to require prioritization and funding.
Campaign envelopes will be included in monthly envelopes and WeShare (the parish’s online
donation system) will continue to have a corresponding “Giving Opportunity.”

Meet the St. Irene Staff

Yvonne Aranda
Office Manager

Julie Duquette
RE Administrative Assistant
Parish Registrar

Jose Gomez
Maintenance

Pat Jackowiak
Administrative Assistant

Pamela Keating
Parish Life & Liturgy
Coordinator

Deacon Brad Hentz

Craig Mazur
Director of Faith
Formation and RE

Ryan Rump
Music Director

Fred Schlick
Business Manager

Deacon Joe Urso

St. Irene Catholic Church
28 W 441 Warrenville Rd
Warrenville IL 60555

Sign up for Flocknote, our weeky
email about parish activities and events.
http://stirene.flocknote.com

630.393.2400
parishoffice@st-irene.org
www.st-irene.org

Follow us on Facebook
facebook.com/StIreneChurch

St. Irene Catholic Church
28W441 Warrenville Road
Warrenville, IL 60502
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"Blessed are the peacemakers
who see the good in others,
who help restore faith and
love."
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